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all benefited from what has been called the
“Darlene touch.” For example, one of her fa-
vorite events was the downtown Tulare Christ-
mas Tree Lighting, where she and her mother,
Agnes, would cook upwards of 5,000 cookies
to give away.

For 63 years Darlene Jensen represented
the best of Tulare. Everyone she knew was af-
fected by her commitment to public service
and passion for Tulare. She leaves behind a
legacy that will be hard to equal. The people
of Tulare will miss Darlene for years to come.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE SMITHSO-
NIAN FREE ADMISSION ACT OF
2011

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 5, 2011

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, | intro-
duce the Smithsonian Free Admission Act, to
reinforce 170 years of consistent Smithsonian
policy of admitting the public to all permanent
exhibits without charge. This policy has served
the nation well. Families come to Washington
to learn about their country through its public
monuments and sites. While the private amen-
ities here can be costly for the average family,
Americans have looked forward to the free
museums and other official offerings for gen-
erations. The Smithsonian’s free admission
policy reflects the intent of its founder, John
Smithson, whose gift to the Federal Govern-
ment carried the condition that the Smithso-
nian be established to increase the knowledge
of the public, free of charge. The bill estab-
lishing the Smithsonian, introduced by Senator
William C. Preston on February 17, 1841, stat-
ed explicitly that the Smithsonian would “pre-
serve and exhibit with no fee” all works of art
and science. This intent and tradition was in-
terrupted without notice to Congress by the
Smithsonian’s Board of Regents with its cas-
ual comment that the Smithsonian would
charge an admission fee for a permanent ex-
hibit for the first time in its history, and on
February 14, 2008, the Smithsonian opened
the National Museum of Natural History’s But-
terfly Pavilion, a permanent exhibit, and insti-
tuted a fee for admission. Congress, of
course, not the Board of Regents, should de-
cide so basic a policy, especially when it de-
parts from long-standing public policy. The ad-
mission fee for the Butterfly Pavilion sets a
harmful precedent for future permanent exhib-
its, making it difficult to deny other Smithso-
nian entities from charging a fee and possibly
encouraging other Smithsonian entities to
structure their exhibits to fit the Butterfly Pavil-
ion model.

The Butterfly Pavilion opened on February
14, 2008. Although the Smithsonian had pre-
viously charged fees for films and shows, the
National Air and Space Museum’s Plane-
tarium, and the National Zoo’s Christmas
Lights special, the $6 admission fee for the
Butterfly Pavilion marked the first time an ad-
mission fee was charged for a permanent ex-
hibit. My bill requires a report to Congress in
advance of any proposed admission fees for
permanent exhibits and requires the Secretary
of the Smithsonian to submit a plan for fund-
ing the Butterfly Pavilion without an admission
fee.
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The Smithsonian Modernization Act, which |
am also introducing today, addresses the
Smithsonian’s fundraising capacity by restruc-
turing and expanding the Smithsonian’s Board,
from a board almost half of whose members
are public officials to a board consisting solely
of private citizens, who will have greater expe-
rience and fundraising capacity than public of-
ficials.

The Smithsonian Modernization Act and
similar measures, not admission fees, provide
the most realistic vehicles to raise funds for
the Smithsonian without cost to the govern-
ment or to the public. Admission fees can
bring in only token amounts. According to
CRS, the Smithsonian has long prided itself
on “free access.” Admission fees are not the
answer for taxpayers, who have already paid
through the Federal Government's 70 percent
contribution to this public institution’s annual
budget. Federal taxpayers do not expect to
pay again through an admission fee to a fed-
erally-financed institution.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF C.L. THOMAS,

SR.’S 10TH ANNIVERSARY AS
PASTOR OF ELIZABETH MIS-
SIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 5, 2011

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to pay tribute to C.L. Thomas, Sr.’s
10th anniversary as pastor of Elizabeth Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Mathews, Alabama.

Calvin L. Thomas, Sr. is the youngest of
nine children and is the fifth son of James and
Anna Thomas. He had the privilege of growing
up in a spiritual and loving home where dis-
cipline was taught, house rules derived from
biblical lessons and mother-wit was put in
place that required particular actions and reac-
tions.

His employment began at Winn-Dixie Stores
at the age of 16 and at age 21 he was pro-
moted to Assistant Manager. At 22, he pur-
sued a career as an insurance agent at North
Carolina Mutual. At 25, he was promoted to
District Sales Manager in charge of two large
cities, Montgomery and Birmingham, and was
one of the youngest to achieve this goal.

Calvin’s desire was to have his own busi-
ness, so in 2000 he started T & T Insurance
Group. In 2007, he founded the Kingdom In-
vestors where he serves as President and
CEO.

He has served as Deacon and Chairman of
the Deacon Board of the Elizabeth Missionary
Baptist Church. In 1999, God called him to the
Ministry to preach at Elizabeth Missionary
Baptist Church in February 2001 and was in-
stalled as Pastor on May 6, 2001.

He attended Samford University from 2000—
2003, receiving a certificate in Christian train-
ing and doctrine of the books of the Bible. He
studied the Principles of Communication,
Prayer and Righteousness and Sermon prepa-
ration and preaching at Fresh Anointing Inter-
national School of Ministry.

| congratulate Mr. Thomas on his 10th year
as the pastor of Elizabeth Missionary Baptist
Church and thank him for his service to the
Mathews area.
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ONGOING VIOLENCE IN SYRIA

HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 5, 2011

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
express deep concern about the unfolding hu-
manitarian crisis in Syria. People all over the
world have watched with awe as democratic
movements in Tunisia, Egypt, and Libya have
risen up against autocratic and corrupt re-
gimes. We have witnessed humanity at its
best, as people have shown the courage and
bravery to peacefully protest in the face of vio-
lence. We have also unfortunately witnessed
humanity at its worst, as desperate govern-
ments have lashed out in an effort to preserve
their rule.

The Syrian government has historically been
one of the most repressive in the Middle East,
so it should be no surprise that the Syrian
people have protested the many abuses they
are subjected to. Hundreds of those protesters
have tragically been killed at the hands of Syr-
ian government forces, and thousands more
have been detained. The human rights viola-
tions of the Syrian government must be con-
demned and the Syrian people should be al-
lowed to exercise their fundamental freedoms.

These recent violations, as well as the Syr-
ian regime’s longstanding record of infringing
on human rights, should raise grave concerns
that many nations have embraced Syria’s can-
didacy to sit on the U.N. Human Rights Coun-
cil. The Syrian regime lacks any moral author-
ity to protect human rights and its election to
the U.N. Human Rights Council would mock
the rebuke it just received from the same insti-
tution. If the United States and other nations
are serious about protecting human rights, we
will block Syria from sitting on the U.N. Human
Rights Council as long as the current govern-
ment is in place.

BRETT STEARNS TRIBUTE
HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 5, 2011

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Brett Stearns of Craig, Colorado.
Mr. Stearns was an engine captain for the Bu-
reau of Land Management and worked tire-
lessly to protect the natural beauty of Colo-
rado.

It was while working in fire prevention at the
Freeman Reservoir that he tragically passed
away. He was, by all accounts, an excellent
firefighter and his presence will be missed.
Captain Stearns was an avid outdoor enthu-
siast from a young age and working for the
BLM was a natural position for him. He
worked hard to preserve the forests and open
spaces of Colorado.

The Captain could often be seen running his
favorite trail, which has since been renamed
the Stearns Memorial Trail. It is a fitting tribute
to someone so closely involved with his com-
munity and its outdoor recreation. The trail
serves as a reminder of the sacrifices made
by those who protect our open land.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize
Captain Brett Stearns today. His impact on the
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community has been immense, and his efforts
to protect Colorado’s outdoor beauty con-
tribute to its pristine state.

HONORING WILLIAM F. ALLEN, JR.

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 5, 2011

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize William F. Allen,
Jr. William is a very special young man who
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 388, and
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle
Scout.

William has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years William has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Wil-
liam was the first in his troop to earn the Con-
servation Badge. William has also joined the
Tribe of Mic-O-Say and joined the Order of the
Arrow.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending William F. Allen, Jr. for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 5, 2011

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
unfortunately this week | was unable to partici-
pate in several votes. Had | been here | would
have voted the following way:

H.R. 1213—Repeal mandatory funding pro-
vided to States in the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act to establish American
Health Benefit Exchanges—AYE

H.R. 1214—Repeal mandatory funding for
school-based health center construction—AYE

H.R. 3—No Taxpayer Funding for Abortion
Act—AYE

H.R. 1230—Restarting American Offshore
Leasing Now Act—AYE

———

A TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT
GABRIEL HAUGLAND

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 5, 2011

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the achievement of Lieutenant Ga-
briel Haugland of Clear Lake, lowa who re-
cently received the Combat Infantryman
Badge for his service in the lowa Army Na-
tional Guard during Operation Enduring Free-
dom.

The Combat Infantryman Badge (CIB) was
established on October 7, 1943 by the U.S.
War Department. It is awarded to those sol-
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diers who personally fought in ground combat
while assigned to either an infantry or a Spe-
cial Forces unit.

Lieutenant Haugland, a graduate of the Uni-
versity of lowa and Drake University Law
School, joined the Army National Guard in
May of 2004. He recently returned from serv-
ing a deployment in Afghanistan with Bravo
Company, 168th Infantry Battalion. His unit's
mission was to secure the border between Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan, which consisted pri-
marily of stopping the flow of foreign fighters,
drugs, and guns into Afghanistan.

On January 8, 2011, Lieutenant Haugland’s
unit came under fire from the Taliban. He en-
gaged in the fight, and thankfully was not
wounded. However, he broke his leg three
days later in a non-combat related accident
and was sent stateside to recover. Lieutenant
Haugland plans to resume his military career
after his recovery.

Lieutenant Haugland is a true patriot and a
true hero. | know my colleagues in the United
States Congress will join me in thanking him
for his service to our great country and in con-
gratulating him for receiving the Combat Infan-
tryman Badge. | wish him, his wife Carolyn,
and their children the best of luck in the future.

———

RECOGNIZING MR. PHILLIP C.
HOUSTON IN HONOR OF HIS RE-
TIREMENT FROM THE GREENE
COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF DE-
VELOPMENT

HON. STEVE AUSTRIA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 5, 2011

Mr. AUSTRIA. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the
people of Ohio’s seventh congressional dis-
trict, | am honored to recognize Mr. Phillip C.
Houston for his 32 years of dedicated service
to Greene County and congratulate him on his
recent retirement.

Phil Houston grew up in the Akron area. He
received his Bachelor's Degree from Olivet
Nazarene College and a Master of Public Ad-
ministration from Central Michigan University.

Throughout his 23 years as Director of the
Department of Development for the Greene
County Board of Commissioners, Phil has
seen the department form into a full-service
economic development organization that pro-
vides services in: small business loan assist-
ance, structured retention and expansion, tour-
ism, and housing down-payment assistance
and education.

Originally, Greene County hired Phil to di-
rect its annual $3 million comprehensive Em-
ployment and Training Act Program, funds that
were in jeopardy of being revoked by the U.S.
Department of Labor. Within two years, Phil
had remedied all the problems and his depart-
ment was acknowledged for having taken ap-
propriate steps to course-correct.

Thanks to Phil’'s stewardship, the county
generated a fundamental Economic Develop-
ment Plan, and worked with the four cities, six
villages and 12 townships throughout Greene
County to consolidate their efforts to improve
the county. In just the past few years, more
than 40 projects ranging from infrastructure
improvements to community building renova-
tions and code enforcement have been ac-
complished through Greene County’s Commu-
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nity Development Block Grant Program with
Phil’s oversight and direction.

Though he has made a career for himself in
public service, Phil still managed to give back
to his community as a volunteer. He has been
involved with the American Economic Devel-
opment Council, the Small Business. Adminis-
tration, and the Dayton Area Technology Net-
work. He has served as a member of the
County Budget Review Committee, County
Adult Day Care Board, County Jail Advisory
Committee, Greene County Board of Edu-
cation Business Advisory Committee, and the
Adult Education Committee for Greene Coun-
ty’s Career Center.

Phil’'s efforts have not gone unnoticed, and
he has received numerous awards throughout
the years. Some of these include the Gov-
ernor’s Excellence Award for Innovative Eco-
nomic Development and the Ohio County Su-
perintendent's  Association’s  Outstanding
Leadership award in 1992. He was also
named Greene County Adult Education Volun-
teer of the Year in 1990 and NAIOP Public Of-
ficial of the Year for Dayton in 1991. Addition-
ally, Phil has received five National Associa-
tion of Counties, NACO, achievement awards
for: increasing sales opportunities; intergovern-
mental cooperative efforts; cutback manage-
ment; accessibility for the disabled; and assist-
ance to the homeless.

Phil and his wife, Teresa, have two children,
Erika and Brooke, two grandchildren and a
third on the way.

Phil's decades of service have proven him
to truly be the epitome of selflessness and
commitment. He has demonstrated sincere
dedication to providing prosperity and knowl-
edge to Greene County. It is his exemplary ef-
forts that assist the progress of our nation in
fairly and efficiently protecting our citizens.

Thus, with great pride, | commend Mr. Phil-
lip C. Houston for his commendable service to
the community and extend him the best
throughout his hard-earned retirement.

———

NO TAXPAYER FUNDING FOR
ABORTION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 4, 2011

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, since
coming to Congress in 2001, | have strongly
supported the longstanding policy that pro-
hibits federal funding of abortion. However, |
cannot in good conscience support H.R. 3, the
No Taxpayer Funding of Abortion Act, which
goes far beyond current policy by using the
tax code to punish families and small busi-
nesses for the private insurance that they al-
ready have.

The thirty-year precedent to restrict the fed-
eral funding of abortion, commonly known as
the Hyde Amendment, has rightfully served as
a guarantee to citizens that the federal gov-
ernment shall not use taxpayer dollars to pay
for abortions beyond the unique exceptions of
rape, incest, or life endangerment of the moth-
er. The Hyde Amendment is a common sense
measure to prevent the federal funding of
something that many oppose on moral or reli-
gious grounds. | am certainly one of those
people. However, this bill does much more
than make this policy permanent federal law.
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